Hindutva Fanaticism and the Struggle for Sanity
(An updated translation of an article from Puthiya Poomi)

Transforming religion into an anti-human force
It is claimed that all religions preach love, but wars have been waged in the name of every religion, riots and killings have been taken place in the name of religion. The fact that nearly all the charges laid against one religion by followers of another, apply in one way or another to every religion and religious activities is seldom recognised by those who point an accusing finger at practitioners of another religion. 

When Karl Marx commented that “Religion was the opium of the masses”, he never meant it in the sense that religion was a harmful thing in a way similar to narcotic substances. He saw religion as a refuge from the agony of life and as an escapist shelter from painful reality. In his time, opium was not contraband. It had medicinal applications. Today, unlike in the way Marx meant, religion is being consciously transformed into an evil narcotic substance that would intoxicate and enslave people and make man hate man.

We know that throughout history there have been conflicts and wars not only between religions but also between factions within a religion. However, the religious fanaticism that we witness today, is far less motivated by the desire to win people over to the ‘correct path’. On the contrary, it is a device to persuade people to apply their religious identity to the elimination of people of other faiths. In Northern Ireland, the catholic who hardly goes to church and the protestant who never attends church destroyed each other in the name of religion. When Yugoslavia was dismembered, the bulk of the population did not have religious faith. Nevertheless, two Christian communities and a Muslim community, which had much in common, embarked on a genocidal war against each other.

Forces behind fanaticism
It is true that there is Islamic fundamentalism. However, it was America that induced, supported and even trained Islamic fanatics in acts of violence and terror. They were used by America, with the support of Saudi Arabia, in its subversive activities against the Soviet Union and China. Today America is reaping what it sowed. 

Christian fundamentalism has deeper roots, and it has maintained close links with the right wing political establishment of America. Although very little is spoken about it, it is well known that Christian fundamentalists are responsible for a number of acts of violence in America and abroad, ranging from mass suicide to mass killing such as the one that took place only a few years ago in Ohio. 

Hinduism is said to be a pacifist religion, but was within the framework of this Hinduism that the practice of untouchability existed. Although there are doubts as to whether Hinduism is a religion, some are actively at work to build a common Hindu identity. But this is not like the progressive identity that men of humane vision like Vivekaananda tried to build in colonial India. This gang emphasises a new identity that rejects outright the progressive stand of uniting all mankind, accepting and defending gender equality, rejecting the caste system and respecting all religions alike. What is its motive?

It is none other than imposing a common identity on the whole of India. How does it seek to address the reality that India comprises a multitude of nations, nationalities, indigenous tribes and religions? There is a system of caste hierarchy in India. How does it propose to deal with it?

The Hindutva view of the world
The dominant social class in India enjoys domination over other based on caste as well as wealth. They are not willing to part with their privilege and power, and they need the religious identity of Hinduism to preserve their power.

Hinduism holds that the Brahmins are high born and the others low born. Among the others, the Shudras, the caste group comprising manual workers, are placed lowest. Besides that, there is a section of the population comprising nearly a quarter of the Indian population that is too low to be placed within the Hindu hierarchical order. They are referred to as the Panchama, meaning fifth group, who are considered lower than the lowliest Shudra and treated with contempt. Hindutva endorses it and seeks to prolong its existence.

The group of religions referred to as Hinduism has nothing in common by way of a concept of god, prescribed practices, rituals, faith or even a moral code.  What has thus far been known as Hindu is an identity referring to a historical region and not one based on philosophy or ideology. But there is concerted effort today to impose the Bhagavad Gita as a common religious text for Hindus. On the one hand, the systems of worship of the depressed communities are denounced as superstition and the people are under pressure to accept the Brahminist system of worship. On the other hand, all manner of superstition among the high castes are encourages as means of exploring the supernatural.

The politics of Hindutva
Hindutva is not a ploy that that was created by the BJP for mere electoral advantage. Its roots run deep. Hatred towards other religions has been systematically cultivated for over a century. The Hindu Mahaa Sabhaa and the Jan Sangh of the past were organisations that rejected Hindu-Muslim unity. Their goal was Hindu, in reality Brahmin, domination. Then as much as now, in every organisation that preaches Hindutva, Brahmins are in control. Hindutva was designed to ensure that the Brahmin elite that comprises a few percent of the population could forever lord it over the rest of the society.

Religion proved to be a powerful tool in devising Brahminist domination. Hindutva needed the Hindu-Muslim conflict in order to divert the attention of the oppressed people to prevent them from uniting as landless peasants, workers or people deprived of their basic rights.

India needed Hindu-Muslim unity in its campaign for independence from British Colonial rule. That was why the Indian National Congress under the leadership of M.K. Gandhi sought Hindu-Muslim unity. It even went to the point of conceding that caste oppression was a bad thing. However, its loyalty to the elite classes ensured that it did not go much beyond a nominal campaign against untouchability. That was why Ambedhkar and E.V. Raamasaami (Periyaar) rejected Gandhi and deserted the Congress.

It was because the roots of Hindutva ran through the Congress establishment that the Congress, especially since the agnostic Nehru, readily yielded to the politics of religion. The need to please the majority in parliamentary politics made such compromises essential.

Once a political party is makes a deal with religious or nationalistic fanaticism, the forces of fanaticism begin to dominate. Each of these forces has wreaked havoc to different degrees in Indian politics in various parts of India. The list of major acts of violence resulting from caste conflicts, disputes based on language and nationality, and communal violence in the name of religion is long and ever growing. Today, however, a form of politics with Hindutva at its centre and portrays Muslims and to a less extent Christians as the enemy is the biggest social evil in India. 

The rise of Hindu fascist violence
This is the tenth year since the demolition of the Baabri Masjid in Ayodhya. For over two months, anti-Muslim violence raged unabated in Gujaraat. Even today serious incidents of violence are reported from different parts of, mostly urban, Gujaraat. Not only did the BJP government of Narendra Modi in that state fail to control the violence, but also encouraged it. The central government has been reluctant to act on this matter, and it got away with its irresponsible approach owing to the lack of will of its ‘secular’ partners, especially the DMK, MDMK, and Teugu Desam, to challenge the BJP on this matter. The Congress and some of the left parties demonstrated their inherent weakness that arose from their stakes in electoral politics by asking for the removal of Narendra Modi rather than the dismissal of the state government.

Suspicions were expressed by some observers soon after the February incident of arson in Godhraa, where a train carrying Hindu volunteers returning from Ayodhya was set alight, led to the wave of violence against the Muslims in Gujaraat, that the arsonists were probably not Muslims. The major political parties did not consider the possibility that it could have been a Hindutva conspiracy to sacrifice a few women and children as moral justification for a well-planned anti-Muslim pogrom. In fact, there are plenty of Nazi and other precedents for staging acts of criminal violence to justify subsequent repression by their forces. 

Forensic inquiry into the fire has indicated that the fire was started within the train. This leads to two possibilities, namely, that it was an accident or, perhaps more probably, a Hindutva conspiracy. In either event, the Muslims are innocent, but the acts of violence have gone too far for the truth to be of any good in restoring good communal relations.

It is true that the BJP government faces embarrassment internationally because of the violence in Gujaraat. It is true that the ‘secular’ image of India is further tarnished. However, the BJP is hoping to make some capital out of the Hindu-Muslim conflict. It plans to hold fresh elections in Gujaraat state with the BJP government in charge of the state. Portrayal of the BJP as the ‘true defender’ of the Hindus is likely to work in an emotionally charged atmosphere than when people have time to appreciate what really happened. The forces of Hindutva are not wasting time in whipping up anti-Muslim feeling and even the local media is party to the campaign. Their style of work is populist and chauvinistic, and in the style of European fascism three-quarters of a century ago.

Looking to the future
If the criminal violence in Gujaraat in the name of Hindutva continues, it would lead to communal violence across the whole of India, and that is not for the benefit of any other than a handful of mischief-makers. Therefore, this madness should be halted now. Defeating the BJP or the Shiva Senaa at the polls is not the answer. Organisations such as the Bajrang Dhal, Raashtrya Swamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) have grown to the point that nothing will be achieved by imposing a ban on any of them.

The issue cannot be defined in terms of the dispute over the building the Ram temple at the site of the Baabri Masjid or the violence in Gujaraat. These are symptoms of a bigger ill, like blisters on the skin caused by a major illness. Treating the symptoms is often needed, but not a substitute for curing the illness, in this instance Hindutva fascism. The entire society needs to be healed. Immediately, it is necessary to carry the campaign against the ideologies of Hindutva and caste hegemony to the masses through every feasible form of mass struggle.

History tells us that a political party steeped in parliamentary politics has approached, on the basis of social justice, the resolution of contradictions among the people. There are plenty of instances in the political history of Sri Lanka to illustrate this point. That is why it is necessary to clearly identify and thoroughly expose the class origin and class interests of those who incite hatred in the name of caste, religion and nationality and to carry out relentless mass struggles against them. In India, only the Marxist-Leninists are ideologically equipped to deal with the issue. Thus, it is urgent and essential that the Marxist-Leninist forces unite and join hands with other progressive forces in the struggle against Hindutva fascism.

The struggle against ant form of fascism cannot be carried out in isolation and without mobilising the masses. Unity of all forces that can be united is essential to any just struggle. It is also important that the struggle against Hindutva fascism should be made an integral component of every just struggle, whether it be a trade union struggle, the struggle of agricultural workers, struggle against caste oppression, environmental protection, women’s rights or national liberation.

Not only the potential for this course of action but also the mass support base exists in India. Without the progressive forces acting properly and promptly, screaming about India falling victim to Hindutva fascism will bear no fruit. Thus, the immediate agenda should be the building up under proletarian leadership an anti-fascist united front. This is the biggest challenge facing the Indian proletariat today and the anti-fascist struggle will be the foundry in which the arms that will ensure the victory of the proletariat in India will be forged.

[Postscript: After the article was re-rendered in English, L.K. Advaani, the man faulted by a judicial inquiry into the demolition of the Baabri Masjid, has been elevated to the re-created post of Deputy Prime Minister of India. Since then, Narendra Modi has stepped down as Chief Minister of Gujaraat, but the BJP will stay in power until elections are held next year.] 

