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The past three decades have witnessed the transformation of the national question in many Third World Countries into civil war. Following the so-called independence, national governments have sought to secure and reinforce the rule of the feudal and capitalist elite classes by taking advantage of the various contradictions between ethnic groups. They have adopted a chauvinistic stance to conceal their class exploitation and political oppression and, thereby, unleashed national oppression against nationalities, and in the end transformed it into a chauvinistic war. For these measures, they sought the support of alien forces, which in turn found the opportunity and the means for serving their own interests and exercising domination over these countries.

The various aspects of the national question of Sri Lanka should be viewed against the above background. Only then can one appreciate the respective roles of the two foreign powers, namely India and the US, in the development of the national question of Sri Lanka into war. In particular, anyone who observes the current political trends in Sri Lanka will have no difficulty in understanding the intentions and courses of action of there two countries. 

Over the past quarter of a century, during which the national question of Sri Lanka developed into war, the US and India have been intensely active not only in their efforts to secure their interests and domination in the spheres of economics, politics and culture but also in attempts to reinforce their respective positions militarily. They identified the class, ethnic, religious and regional bases of the parties of the ruling classes that are loyal to them and used that knowledge to their advantage. Meanwhile, direct and indirect influence was exercised over Tamil youth organisations that claimed to be carrying forward an armed struggle for liberation. The leadership of such organisations claimed that they were making use of the powers India and the US for their struggle and obtained money, weapons and training through them as well as their advise from time to time. The leadership of the Tamil organisations thus acted initially without the far sight to realise the harm that was to befall the country and later, knowingly and unknowingly. Rather than rely on their own strength, their own people, and the Sinhala, Muslim and Hill Country Tamils who live in this country, they chose to place their trust in foreign powers.

The destruction resulting from this approach was realised through the two decades’ long war. The lives of thousands of youth who were misled by these leaders who went behind the US and India to dedicate themselves to the liberation struggle were destroyed in vain. Most of them were from working class families at the lowest levels of society. The fact that India and the US paved the way for the destruction of an entire generation of youth that could have evolved into a determined force for social liberation deserves close attention. These alien forces also ensured that the Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim and Hill Country Tamil people who should live in amity in this country became divided on the basis of nationality and got weakened to the point of being unable to oppose them.  While the chauvinistic big capitalist forces have, during the past two decades, secured and safeguarded their interests as an elite class, India and the US have benefited by way of establishing their respective interests and domination.

When Marxist Leninists referred to the Indian ruling classes as Indian expansionists, in view of their regional hegemonic designs, many Tamil nationalists argued that India had no such intention and sang the praise of India as the sacred land of Bharath. But the Indian ruling class was clear about its desire to establish itself as the dominant power in the South Asian region. It has been intent on becoming the leading force that determined the political and economic affairs of South Asian countries.  The designers of the policy of the Hindutva ruling class of India have thought in terms of establishing a greater India in the South Asian region and have written about it even before Indian independence. Hence, Indian expansionists have always been concerned with Indian dominance in the South Asian region and acted towards that end.

They saw their opportunity in the national question in Sri Lanka and acted accordingly. Foundation was laid for direct intervention during the regime of Indira Gandhi and, during the leadership of her son Rajeev Gandhi, the Indian army was sent to the North-East of Sri Lanka. However, conditions in the North-East were not conducive to India’s wishes. The people of the North-East, the LTTE, and the Marxist Leninist forces refused to accept India’s designs for domination. The attempt to make use of the Tamil people to blackmail the Sinhala Buddhist ruling class of Sri Lanka and thus bring the country under its hegemonic control failed. As a result, the designers of Indian policy and their intelligence organisation the RAW, for some time, gave the impression that they took a detached view of the Sri Lankan problem, began to implement their new strategy of joining hands with the forces of Sinhala Buddhist chauvinism.

Overt efforts by the Indian ruling class to politically wreck the peace process are on the rise. Information is seeping out that it is providing not only support and encouragement to the JVP, the Sihala Urumaya and right wing SLFP elements but also funding them. Simultaneously, there is the usual encouragement of Tamil political parties.

Earlier, when India intervened in the Sri Lankan nation question and imposed a solution based on its will, the US worked against it. It provided support and cooperation to all who could be used in whatever way possible. India, which seemed to stay aloof for a while, resumed its activity covertly but intensely under the Hindutva government led by the BJP. Its intention was not to bring about a fair political solution and establish peace but expand and protect its economic interests and cultivate a mentality of blindly following India.

Infiltration of Indian capital into the economic sector of Sri Lanka has increased immensely. Twenty-two private companies dominate the plantation sector in which Indian companies play a dominant role. These companies, which make huge profits in the production and sale of tea, have denied a wage increase to the plantation workers.

Already, the Indo-Sri Lanka Trade Agreement has given prominence to Indian interests. Efforts by the Sri Lankan government to alter this biased agreement have been put off. Indian investment is flowing into the country by the day. The economic grip has as its goal not only profit but also a dominant hold on the main import trade.

For example, the recently founded Lanka India Oil Company has secured a thirty-five years’ lease of the underground oil tanks in Trincomalee. It has decided to activate one hundred tanks initially and extend it to one hundred and fifty during the next stage. Further, this company is to take responsibility for the bulk of the oil supply needed by Sri Lanka.

Besides this, Indian economic infiltration into the insurance and banking sectors is rapidly growing in strength. Several subsidiary food crops such as onion, chilli, potato and varieties of fruit and vegetable are now imported from India. The fact that this has adversely affected the peasants of the North-Eastern and North Central Provinces and the hill country has yet to be brought to light.

The present UNP-led government, to avert Indian anger due to its pro-US actions, is also taking steps to placate India. It appears to declare that it is accommodating not only the US but also India in every sphere. It is for this that Messrs Ranil Wickramasinghe, GL Peiris and Milinda Moragoda make frequent pilgrimages to Delhi to flatter the Indian ruling class.

On the other hand, the role of the US over the past quarter of a century in transforming the national question of Sri Lanka into a war cannot be ignored. It was the US that encouraged the chauvinistic big-bourgeois rulers by generously funding, arming and providing military training. The US, through its agent Israel, provided not only advice and guidance but also modern combat boats for the Sri Lanka Navy.  It is not by chance that the very Israel also provided training and arms for some of the so-called Tamil militants.

Behind the scenario of carrying forward the war effort, the US introduced in Sri Lanka its programme of imperialist globalisation. The World Bank, IMF and World Trade Organisation provided the plans and guidance for its enforcement. Liberalisation and privatisation were carried out in their fullest sense. US investment companies have already established themselves in Sri Lanka and the US Chamber of Commerce has been able to expand its activities to pave the way for investment by 22 new companies. The gleeful declaration by GL Peiris that there is a big demand in the US for tailored garments from Sri Lanka is only to strengthen the illusion about the US. Milinda Moragoda, an ardent US loyalist, is functioning as the loyal agent for the interests of US domination.

Voice of America has already set up a powerful radio broadcasting station in the Puttlam District. The US has succeeded in gathering intelligence and carrying out propaganda through its colossal broadcasting facility across South Asia. The mass struggle against the setting up of this station has been abandoned, following betrayal by parliamentary politicians. India seems to view this broadcasting facility as a challenge to its security and regional hegemony in South Asia.

Economic, political and cultural infiltration by the US is going ahead by the day without much fuss and with the backing of the UNP. At the same time, the government also receives military advice and equipment on a generous scale. Military activities are going on behind declarations to the effect that the goal of the US is peace in Sri Lanka. High-ranking officers of the US armed forces and the White House officials concerned visit Sri Lanka frequently for consultation with the commanders of the Sri Lankan armed forces and cabinet ministers. In particular, advise and training relating to the North East is provided by the US to the Sri Lankan forces. The Palali air base and the Trincomalee naval base are centres that draw the particular attention of the US. The US-Sri Lanka free air space agreement that has already been signed enables the US to use Sri Lankan air space and to use fuelling facilities. It is significant that military aircraft are also included in the agreement.

The US was accomplice and guide in carrying out the war with vigour during the last PA regime. The former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Laxman Kadirgamar served as the gentleman who sat beside Chandrika Kumaratunga to fulfil the wishes of the US. Then the US needed war. It used the war in its moves to achieve its ulterior motive of discrediting the PA and creating an opportunity for the UNP to gain popularity. The same US is posing now as an angel of peace during the period of UNP rule. Anyone who puts together the various utterances of the US Ambassador Ashley Wills will have no difficulty in recognising the ulterior motive of US global domination. 

It is evident that, over the past year, the US smuggled itself into the peace talks brought about through third party facilitation by Norway and has started to play a role. On the one hand, it is waving the stick at the LTTE and putting pressure on it about how it should conduct itself. On the other hand, it is dangling the carrot of funding available through the World Bank and through fund-provider nations. These are attempts by the US to get a foothold in South Asia through Sri Lanka, as a part of its globalisation programme.

Having observed this move by the US, India is wary that its regional hegemony will be subverted. However, the Indian ruling class is not in a position to antagonise the US, as it is well known that this class is selling out the country through programmes of privatisation and liberalisation. Besides, the World Bank, IMF and WTO are gobbling up the Indian masses from various directions. The Indian government, which has cooperated with these moves in every possible way, is signalling its unwillingness to accept US entry and domination in Sri Lanka by competing indirectly with the US. It should be realised that India’s reaction to the US in the Sri Lankan national question is not out of concern for the needs and the welfare of Sri Lanka or its people.

That the war due to the national question in Sri Lanka should be brought to an end and a just political solution be found to the problem is the wish of all fair minded people. It was reasonable for people to expect hat Norway should act as a suitable facilitator for that purpose since the people of the North-East and of the whole country have suffered all manner of cruelty during the twenty years of war. Under the circumstances, the people would oppose any internal or external forces that seek to disrupt the peace process.

Moves behind the scenes by India to disrupt the peace process are not out of interest in the welfare or the ethnic rights of the Tamil, Sinhala or Muslim people but aimed at strengthening its grip over this tiny island in the Indian Ocean and keeping it in a state of eternal subservience to India. Similarly, US backing for peace is not out of care for the Tamil or Sinhala people but to facilitate the development of a climate favourable to its plans for global domination. Thus, there is now fear that the Indo-US rivalry for hegemony could deflect the course of the negotiations.

What the Marxist Leninists want to ensure is that the struggle of the Tamils and other nationalities for self determination should not fall prey to the needs and interests of Indian regional hegemony or of US global hegemony. That is why the Marxist Leninists emphasise the need to oppose the Indo-US rivalry for domination. Besides that, the Marxist Leninists also stand in opposition to all the political parties and their leaders who submit to these powers in return for favours and concessions.

*****

It is a thousand times easier to vanquish the big bourgeoisie than to “vanquish” the millions and millions of small owners; yet they, by their ordinary, everyday, imperceptible, elusive, demoralising activity, achieve the very results which the bourgeoisie need and which tend to restore the bourgeoisie. Whosoever weakens ever so little the iron discipline of the party of the proletariat (especially during the time of its dictatorship), actually aids the bourgeoisie against the proletariat.
VI Lenin 
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